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Bohdan Khmelnytsky National University at Cherkasy 

PEDAGOGICAL EDUCATION OF JAPAN: MODERN EDUCATIONAL POLICY,  
PRACTICE AND THE PROCESS OF CUSTOMIZATION 

Abstract. The article shows that the influence of in-
tegration processes, the growth of the role of globalization 
require the need for a fundamental change in a pedagog-
ist’s role, his/her relationship with students, his/her
transformation into an organizer of students’ cognitive
activity, and students – into active subjects of knowledge 
and transformation. It is noted that the implementation of 
tasks of a pedagogist’s training depends on the state of 
pedagogical education, which requires an objective analy-
sis of the accumulated world experience of basic and 
postgraduate pedagogical education as the most im-
portant source for determining the strategy of modern 
vocational-and-pedagogical teachers’ training. It is re-
searched that among the countries which in recent years 
have been linked with the educational system Japan 
shows its striking successes in social, economic, political 
life-, which represents the East Asian type of education 
and pedagogical education, where a unique synthesis of 
Anglo-Saxon, European and national pedagogical experi-
ence took place. 

It is emphasized that the development of education 
in Japan is closely linked to the demographic situation, 
land development, economy and society. Therefore, policy 
and planning in the field of education are included in the 
Japanese State Economic Plans, as well as in National 

State Development Plans approved by the Cabinet of 
Ministers. 

It is emphasized that the strategic task is set before 
the secondary school which is to create the ability and 
motivation for self-education. School education should 
provide the foundation for lifelong learning. It is proved 
that a teacher at a Japanese school performs many func-
tions, answering not only for the quality of education, but 
also for students’ discipline, the organization of their free 
time. That is why the state carries out a rigorous selection 
among the graduates of establishments of higher educa-
tion who are willing to choose a teacher’s profession. In
Japan there is an open system for obtaining a teacher’s
profession, which allows training not only at pedagogical 
faculties, but also at all other departments of universities 
and colleges. 

Keywords: internationalization; liberalization; unifi-
cation; cultivation; continuous education; individualized 
learning; Confucianism; decentralization; program-and-
target approach; transformation. 
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